Juns 11, 1948,
“Dear Harriett,

- 3 I'm afrald you have overestimated my political perspicscity., in your
letter of long ago, which should have been answered long since. I'm just a
confused NDemocr:t, sore at Truman flor not helng a wiser man thar %cd mude

him, und at #¥adlace for having veered so far out of line as to destroy his

own objectives. His apology of the Sovist, particuladly since ths Czech

coup, has made him inadmissible, but his oriticism of amsrican policy is
drawingz enourh strength Brom the liberal wing of the Democratic Party that

it seems a foregone conclusion now that the Repdblicars can nominate anyone,

ard elsct him,

Ye hear very little here (especially in Madison , hisconsin) about the
details of French Politics. I have = vepus concention that Schumen will be
hard put to justify German unification, but just what srogram (if any) his
party can have adopted to the end of smosial jJustice is not very clear, The
same can he sald here at home, but the best that can be said for Truman is
that he is still nulling, on most domestic issues, in what I would malld
the right direction. " ’

Seymour Cphen has been back in the states now for some time, of course,
We have been corrsspondfing o bit over his work at Paris on urcnats mstabolism.
It i3 4 b&% of s coincidence that with the backing of X, iy Link here ina
cur Biocehmistry Dept. I had bsen preparing %o ascertaln the accumulation
of pentose frcm uronate in some Xylose~ and arabinose- negative mutants
in K-12, And here is Cohen with a atudy of erosseadaptation betwesn uronate
and pentose ir, of course, K-l2. .

The "permanent” lab here is still incomplete, lacking furniture, an
Esther and I are still working in a basement corner, but gotting sanewhere
nevertheless. In the past sevaral months,I have bsen studying lactose-nezative
matations as I may already have written you. There sre near a dozen loei,
quite distinst, mutation of any one of which ineapacitates lactose splitiing.
Jtudies ea the snzyns ars still undermzy (Both Honod and I hove had no diffi~
culty in securing =ctive exlracts,and there iz undoubisdly a simple hydrolytie
engyme). Until the rest of the guuipuent srrives, I have to confine myself
to doling the genetic worl:, espeeially the tedions job of mepping each of the
lcel mentioned,

I wonder whether you hear anything of or from Boivin., Tatum and sy studies
on transformation of bilochemiesl mutants $n his Cl-C2 sirains have drawm a2
blank, bdut ws wonder whether we hawe the risht orpaniasns since thoy deviate &n
soms rescects from his dusoriptions. Howsver, we have had no reply to aay of
several letters addressed to him, and have wondered whether there ware anything
amiss with hin personally. '

The only other news around here, nossiblyy is the arrivai of Dzwid Green,
who is heading an autonomous "Fnzsyms Institute® across the street from Senetéos.
He 1s supposed to have left P&3 in order to get out of the Big City.

Give my best to Ephrussi, ionod , Lwoff etc., I'm sorry that I was a hair's
breadth fxam after L.off in our visit East in the Spring.

Sincerely,

~—
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